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Imai-cho’s History-Development of an Armed Temple Town
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During the latter half on the Muromachi Era(1333-1568),
the Ikko Sub-sect of the Jodo Shin Sect of Buddhism erected a
hall in Imai for ascetic practices (now Shonenji Temple).

Although the hall was burned down several times on orders
from Kofukuji Temple, it was rebuilt each time. By the

i i nai— thi @ mglTAL - #HT - SEIRKIL @I6DEL (~BR 12 F)
Tem.mon Period (1532-1555), a Jinai-cho(a town within the (L 11 i3 4 28 e
precincts of a temple) had already formed around the hall. 1683~1595

SHEIDOFEOZEDD (development of Imai-cho)
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Town Configuration
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During the Temmon Period,Imai’ s jinai-cho comprised East, West South and North Districts.
Two additional districts (the Shimmachi and Imamachi Districts)then developed before the Bun-
roku Period(1592-1595). At that time, the town was surrounded by a moat(about 5.5m wide)and
mounds with nine gates.

SHHEJDIHIRER (moot)
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Ishiyama Uprising and Imai (1575) [CHAEENSHAEINTVET, Z0%. REFERLT
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In 1570, Ishiyama Honganji Temple in Osaka began attacking the
army of Oda Nobunaga,one of the strongest feudal lords. Under the
leadership of Imai Hyobu, residents of Imai participated in the
uprising. In 1575, however, Imai’ s leaders decided to surrender to
Nobunaga' s army.After disarming itself, Imai began to develop as

a rural town.
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The jinai-cho, towns within the precincts of temples, especially
those belonging to the Jodo Shin Sect of Buddhism, were usually sur-
rounded by a moat and mounds. During the latter half of the 15th
century, when such towns developed, the Jinai-cho enjoyed
autonomy with regard to legal and political affairs.
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A Buddhist sub-sect based on the doctrine of Jodo Shin Sect was
{1 founded by Priest Shinran (1173-1263). After the founder’ s death,
- ] i ' ! e the 8th head abbot,Rennyo (1415-1499), increased numbers of adher-
BAERSHAARIERSZIX (letter from Oda Nobunaga) ents particularly around Osaka’ s Ishiyama Honganji Temple.

Imai during the Edo Era-The Town’s Politics,Commerce,and Culture
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Imai as a seif-governing Town
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During the Edo Era (1603-1868), Imai was gov-
erned directly by the Shogunate Government for
180 years. Owing to the town’ s inherited spirit of

autonomy, however, Imai's citizens were granted a
considerable degree of self-government, Senior SERAM (LULEHETEIEREEHENTONC)

town officials,who had some judicial and police (manishi House(interior))

powers, came from the Imanishi, Ozaki, and Ueda BT TECHRR
families, and the town’ s regulations were deter- (self goverening System)
mined by residents.
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Imai as a Commercial Town (frag of Ueda)
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Imai attracted many merchants dealing in a wide variety of products, particularly unre-
fined and refined cotton, and secondhand articles. Some merchants became extremely
wealthy and began lending money even to feudal lords. In 1634, the Shogunate Government
allowed Imai to issue paper money. A popular song of the time said that in Imai, you could
find 70% of all Yamato' s money. (The formerYamato province is now Nara Prefecture.)

ERAL BR 1450 SHAL @R 1%) 4L ER22) (Imai paper money)
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In the beginning of Edo Era,Imai flourished 2 BypEn X
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having thousands of households (population of _
. . . . + + + #®H KX KN = BIZ SE
4,000). Despite their economic prosperity, A — B ®& B B A #8 &8
Imai’ s residents imposed strict rules on their E E\ % %jg‘ E E K ?ﬂ %{3\
daily activities,and led simple and frugal lives. = % + %g + = gE %g
Particularly strict rules were imposed in order Y H %‘E' % % fj‘f%
to prevent fires. Residents worked hard %é% E gﬁ
throughout the year,except for religious event *S‘EI ?E
days, (the festival of Kasuga Shrine, When mag- ;ﬂp‘
- 2 nificent floats were brought out.) Wealthy mer- [fgig

MRODIZAUD (DD TOELER chants enjoyed tea ceremony, flower arrange- SHEBEMSE (BX) &Dikf:

magnificent fioats
(mag ) ment, and so on. (Imai’s event list)
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Current Movement to Preserve Historic Buildings in Imai-cho
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Merchant’s Houses in Imai
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A typical merchant’ s house in Imai features a gabled, tiled roof with - m\.a = Eus_ml;---
eaves on both sides, running parallel to the street. The house is roughly j
divided into two sections:a “doma,” which had a compacted earthen floor, on A, !
one side, and rooms on the other side. Viewed from the Street, the house has ‘E‘.".’.‘.. ,..:'-‘-‘5‘-'-"--- ; E
doors and windows with elaborate lattice designs,and “mushico” window. LITHHLILT SNANTRRRE: S
IE —BFER

Today, 60% of the houses in Imai-Cho are traditional merchants’ houses;of
them, 60% are separate houses, and 40% are terrace houses, both used as
dwellings. Nine traditional houses, including the Imanishi residence, are des- m ‘l”" T

NNILIHT

JH37% (separate house type)

ignated Important Cultural Properties by the national government; three are

prefectural cultural properties; and six are municipal cultural properties. -
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Architectural Designs
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Since strict regulations controlled architecture in Imai, residents demon- BT (terrace house type)

strated their aesthetic sense by elaborating the design of such details as smoke-exhaust windows on roofs, ridge-end tiles with a
gargoyle like design, “mushiko “ windows, wall designs, various kinds of latticing in windows and doors, and horse hitching-rings.
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KEF (LbFHB) (lattice) HIZFE (lattice-window)
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Preservation Movenment
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Around 1955, town preservation campaigns arose in Imai-cho. After 1965, residents began forming grassroots organiza-
tions to this end.Between 1975 and 1988, the town administration held discussions with residents, and launched such projects
as architectural restoration, landscape enhancement, and the construction of roads emphasizing the historical landscape.In
1993, Imai-cho was determined a Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings, as a result of various grassroots
activities and related events.
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